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effectiveness, and apposite usage. Also treated is the role of aesthetics in the effectiveness of art, particularly in
social contexts. Included are overviews of the ways in which the aesthetics of drama have changed over the
past four decades and of the cohesive potential of the arts. How can arts practitioners engage in inter-cultural
dialogue to facilitate healing? The energy and inventiveness of the playful mode engender new ways of
contending with social issues, whereby the focus is on how theatre affects an audience and on how
communication in applied theatre and drama can reach audiences more effectively. These essays provide an
insight into the application of the arts for transformation across Africa. Through their juxtaposition in this
volume they speak to the variety and purposes of arts approaches and offer fresh perspectives on and to the
field.
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