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Subject: Emergency communication systems -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 10 AMBER Alert System typically
retransmit EAS alerts automatically. A cable industry The AMBER Alert system was developed to help
representative told us some smaller cable systems have sought and find abducted children. It began in 1996
after the received waivers from the federal EAS requirements. According to FCC, abduction and killing of Amber
Hagerman, an Arlington, Texas, girl. AMBER Alerts are issued by waivers of EAS requirements are currently in
effect for 242 cable systems law enforcement authorities, who, after they determine a case meets certain
criteria, notify nationwide. These 242 cable systems are very small, each with fewer than broadcasters, who
broadcast information about the 100 subscribers, and represent approximately 8, 600 subscribers in total.
victim and the abduction. State transportation officials are also notified. Besides through FCC indicated it
grants waivers because compliance with EAS broadcast media, AMBER Alerts can be publicized requirements
could represent a significant financial hardship for very over the Internet, on highway electronic billboards, on
lottery tickets, and to wireless devices such as small cable systems. mobile phones. Currently all 50 US states
have statewide AMBER Alert plans, and the Department of Justice is working to create a seamless national One
issue that might hinder cable companies participation in emergency network. communications is their inability
to quickly gain access to their transmission lines for repairs in the aftermath of an emergency. Representatives
from a cable system told us local officials often deny cable systems immediate access to repair their
transmission lines, which are located with electrical power lines on utility poles, during or...
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