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a crucifix to conceal under my surplice, until we were in the
pulpit. We mounted. I stood beside him, anxiously waiting for the
dread sentence, holding the crucifix out of sight. The moment
came at last. Behold your God! he cried, snatching the crucifix--
but sad perversity of fate--it broke by his violence, and the image
swung round by the feet, with the head downwards, --everybody
gazing, and some bitterly smiling, whilst the disconcerted
preacher perspired from the face profusely. He had the
conscience to blame me for the misfortune. THEIR EDIFYING AND
CURIOUS LETTERS. 245 the Arabian Nights. That was an apt
comparison. Women, and children, and the like, can tell the
reason why: but no portion of that history, as narrated by the
Jesuits themselves, exceeds in entertainment the veritable
Arabian Night of their Foreign Missions. Viewed, however,
psychologically, the history of...
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