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THE FEW AND THE MANY I. Introduction. Egoism and Fellow-
Feeling HE kernel of the history of human develop 1 ment is the
interaction of egoism and fellow-feeling. At certain periods
egoism has been the stronger. The mere mention of the words
Hellenism, Renaissance, calls up a vision of godlike figures
passing in procession and filling the air with sound and colour.
These periods have permanently enriched life by their profound,
self-centred sense of life and surging creative joy. At other
periods fellow-feeling has been predominant. Not the good
fortune of the individual, but the sufferings of the many, have
occupied the minds of thinkers. Periods of powerful conflict
arise, when both egoism and fellow-feeling have found forcible
expression. Our time is one of these. On the one hand we have a
Tolstoy, whose fellow-feeling led him to a remedy for human
suffering...
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